STATE OF MICHIGAN

- IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHTENAW

STEPHEN J. SAFRANEK, EDWARD
C. LYONS, and PHILIP A. PUCILLO

Plaintiffs,

VS.
CASE NO. 07_/13Y CZz

THOMAS STEPHEN MONAGHAN,

an individual, BERNARD DOBRANSKI,

an individual, in their individual and official
capacities, AVE MARIA SCHOOL OF LAW,
a domestic non-profit corporation, FRIENDS
OF AVE MARIA SCHOOL OF LAW

a/k/a AVE MARIA SCHOOL OF LAW ’?605
FOUNDATION, a domestic non-profit corporation, 00 ’Veo
and AVE MARIA FOUNDATION, a domestic

non-profit corporation, Jointly and Severally | %"”fe
C‘/e 3
rb‘? ‘lfco

Defendants. e'g’;?le,l.’”ﬂ’

Deborah L. Gordon, PLC

Deborah L. Gordon (P27058)

Sarah S. Prescott (P70510)

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

33 Bloomfield Hills Parkway, Suite 275
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304

248 258 2500/FAX 248-258-7881

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

There is no other civil action between these parties arising out of
the same fransaction or occurrence as alleged in this complaint
pending in this court, nor has any such action been previously
filed and dismissed after having been assigned to a judge, nor do I
know of any other civil action, not between these parties, arising
out of the same occurrence as alleged in this complaint that is
cither pending or was previously filed and dismissed, transferred,
or otherwise disposed of after having been assigned to a judge in

this court.




Plaintiffs Stepben J. Safranek, Edward C. Lyons and Philip A. Pucillo by their
attorneys Deborah L. Gordon PLC, complain against Defendants Thomas Stephen
Monaghan, Bernard Dobranski, Ave Maria School of Law, Friends of Ave Maria School
of Law a/k/a the Ave Maria School of Law Foundation, and Ave Maria Foundation as
follows: |

Jurisdiction and Parties

1.  This is an action for wrongful discharge in violation of the public policy of the
State of Michigan and in violation of Michigan’s Whistleblowers’ Protection Act, Mich.
Comp.Laws 15.361 ef seg. Mich. Stat. Ann.17.428(1) et seq., and for tortious interference with
advantageous business relationships and breach of contract under the common laws of the
State of Michigan.

2. Plaintiffs’ claims arise out of their employment relationship with Defendants
Ave Maria School of Law, Bernard Dobranski, and Friends of Ave Maria School of Law
a’k/a the Ave Maria School of Law Foundation.

'3, Plaintiff Stephen J. Safranek is a resident of and does business in Washtenaw
County, Michigan.

4. Plaintiff Edward C. Lyons is a resident of and does business in Washtenaw
County, Michigan.

5,  Plaintiff Philip A. Pucillo is a resident of and does business in Washtenaw
County, Michigan.

6. Defendant Ave Maria School of Law is a Michigan non-profit corporation,

incorporated in 2000 and doing business in Washtenaw County, Michigan.




7. Defendant Thomas Stephen Monaghan is a resident of and does business in
Washtenaw County, Michigan.

8. Defendant Bernard Dobranski is a resident of and does business in Washtenaw
County, Michigan.

9. Defendant Friends of Ave Maria School of Law a/k/a the Ave Maria School
of Law Foundation is a Michigan non-profit corporation, incorporated in 1999 and doing
business in Washtenaw County, Michigan.

10. Defendant Ave Maria Foundation is a Michigan non-profit corporation,
originally incorporated in 1983 under the names Mater Christi Foundation, Domino’s
Foundation and Thomas S. Monaghan Foundation. It does business in Washtenaw County,
Michigan.

11. Plaintiffs sue Defendants Monaghan and Dobranski in their individual and
official capacities, and sue all Defendants jointly and severally.

12. The events giving rise to this suit occurred in Washtenaw County, Michigan.

13. As to each Plaintiff, the amount in controversy exceeds Twenty-Five Thousand
($25,000) Dollars, exclusive of interest, costs and attorney fees and the matter is otherwise
within the jurisdiction of this Court.

Background Facts

14. Plaintiff Safranek was offered a tenured position as Professor of Law at
Defendant Ave Maria School of Law, which he accepted in June 2000.

15. Plaintiff Safranek’s contractual employment relationship with Defendants is

embodied in the attached offer letter and Faculty Handbook, Exhibits A and B respectively.




16. A tenured position of the type Plaintiff Safranek holds is a contract position
with a for-cause-only termination provision.

17. Plaintiff Safranek had also been offered a contract by Defendant Monaghan in
1998 to develop and build a Catholic law school in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

18. In reliance on the representations made by Defendant Monaghan in 1998 and
1999, Plaintiff Safranek donated $20,000 to Defendant Monaghan’s entities, worked for
Defendant Monaghan’s entities without compensation, moved his family to Ann Arbor
without reimbursement, and relinquished his tenure rights at another law school.

19. Plaintiff Lyons joined the faculty at Defendant Ave Maria School of Law as a
tenure-track Assistant Professor of Law, in 2001.

20. Plaintiff Lyons’ contractual employment relationship with Defendants is
embodied in the attached offer letter and Faculty Handbook, Exhibits C and B respectively.

21. Plaintiff Pucillo joined the faculty as a tenure-track Assistant Professor of Law
in 2001.

22. Plaintiff Pucillo’s contractual employment relationship with Defendants is
embodied in the attached offer letter and Faculty Handbook, Exhibits D and B respectively.

23. A tenure-track position of the type Plaintiffs Lyons and Pucillo held is a contract
position that carries a six-year employment term.

24. Upon application by an eligible candidate for tenure, Defendant Ave Maria
School of Law is contractually obligated to evaluate that candidate according to established
standards, and to award tenure to that candidate upon his or her fulfillment of those standards.

25. The terms and conditions of both a tenured position and a tenure-track position

with Defendant Ave Maria School of Law are subject to the terms of the Faculty Handbook,







